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“My intent is to inspire & not impose.”
- Dwayne Donald, Papaschase Cree

The Understanding and Writing Land Acknowledgements online webinar was developed by Future
Ancestors Services in partnership Community Foundations of Canada to support community
foundations across Canada in work towards reconciliation. During the session, participants will have
the opportunity to dive into local Indigenous histories, learn about land acknowledgements, and
how to situate their personal responsibility as someone who lives on Indigenous land. This manual
will walk you through the concepts of recognition, action, and practical steps on how to write and
give an acknowledgement and includes a guide to support you and your foundation in writing an
authentic land acknowledgement.

Engaging in a Remote Setting

This training will take place in a remote setting using Zoom.us conferencing, which requires unique
participation guidelines:

1. All participants must have web-conferencing equipment, including a webcam and
microphone (headphone microphones o�en improve sound quality). Please test this
equipment with Zoom.us before a session starts.

2. All participants must have their webcam off, and microphone muted when not speaking
during the session time. Please turn your webcam on before speaking, and when the
facilitator asks all participants to turn on their webcams for times of engagement and sharing
circles.

3. All participants must speak slowly and clearly with consideration for participants with
English as a second language.

4. During times of engagement, when a participant wants to speak, they can put a ʻ*ʼ in the chat,
and the facilitator will call upon them. No learner is forced to speak.

Engaging in an Ethical Space

An Ethical space is produced by contrasting perspectives of the world and speaks to the idea of a
meeting place, or a neutral zone between entities, cultures, identities and ways of being. This is a
space that offers “a venue to step out of our allegiances, to detach from the cages of our mental
worlds and assume a position where human-to-human dialogue can occur.”

An ethical space allows participants to develop their awareness around issues of privilege and
oppression through the following behaviours:

● Work on recognizing your privileges. Use this space to recognize and review your privileges

Future Ancestors Services Inc. 1

https://zoom.us/
https://gordonfoundation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Chloe_Dragon_Smith_JGNF_2018-2019.pdf


FOR CFC NETWORK MEMBERS ONLY - DO NOT CURCULATE OR REPRODUCE

(class, gender, sexual orientation, ability, etc.). Respect the different experiences that we all
bring to this space.

● Take risks and accept the discomfort. Challenge yourself to contribute even if your wording
isn't perfect.

● Share the speaking time. Try to speak a�er those who have not yet spoken.

● Listen actively. Use your energy to listen to what is being said before you think of a way to
respond. Be careful to note when you become defensive, and your first instinct is denial.

● Challenge carefully. Find ways to disagree respectfully and be open to counter-arguments
raised about your views.

● Confidentiality. Share the message, not the messenger.

Our understanding of Ethical Space comes from Creating Ethical Spaces: Opportunities to Connect
with Land for Life and Learning in the NWT by Chloe Dragon Smith.
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WHAT IS A LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT?
Land acknowledgements are a key way we can centre Indigeneity in our work and advance
anti-racism efforts. However, it is important to understand that land acknowledgments are not an
end but a means to an end. Furthermore, doing a land acknowledgment is important, even if there
are no self-identified Indigenous People in the space. We do land acknowledgments to

● acknowledge the original caregivers of the land and recognize that there were people here
before colonial contact;

● acknowledge our connection to the land and her gi�s, and to remind us that we as humans
are not the centre of the universe;

● hold responsibility to those who are guests on the land;

● recognize the contemporary realities and efforts of Indigenous Peoples across Turtle Island
(North America);

● prompt questions about why we do land acknowledgments, about the treatment of the
original caregivers and of their descendants; and

● combat the erasure of Indigenous Peoples in institutional spaces and reclaim that history,
identity, and space.

SOME CONDITIONS OF A LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The following are reflections by Dylan Robinson captured in the Canadian Theatre Review, Volume
177, Winter 2019.

“To acknowledge something is o�en to name that which has been previously ignored. To
acknowledge—affirm, declare,  assert—Indigenous territories and lands that we are
guests upon (and o�en as uninvited guests) is to begin to name specific histories of
colonization and continued non-Indigenous occupation of Indigenous lands. In this
naming, a lot hinges on the language we use to describe how we occupy the lands we live
and work upon.

The way we name our positionality—as guests, uninvited, visitors, settlers, invaders,
arrivants—speaks to how we understand the terms of occupation, and relationships to
Indigenous peoples.

A lot depends upon these specific word choices, but also upon our phrasing, the tone of
our voices, and the time we take as we speak about how we occupy space, and whose
space we occupy.
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A lot depends on how the specifics are named, and how these specifics express why we
are naming these things in the first place.

Much also depends on how we acknowledge our hosts, whether they be Haudenosaunee,
Anishinaabe, Stó:lō, Wuikinuxv, xwelmexw.

Iʼd like to acknowledge what happens when you stumble over our nations, our
names—when Indigenous language falls carelessly out of the mouth, shatters upon the
ground—is heard as a certain kind of acknowledgement too.”

While it is a gracious gesture to invite an Indigenous person to deliver the land acknowledgment at
an event, it should be delivered by the organizers themselves; this is considered a sign of respect and
effort.

LOCALIZING LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
It is important that land acknowledgments are contextually and individually specific. To develop this
level of specificity the writer must contend with some uncomfortable truths about their own
ancestry. O�en this practice requires one to engage with histories erased from Canadian education
systems and come to terms with the benefits reaped at the expense of Indigenous Peoples and
livelihoods. During a plenary panel discussion at the Canadian Association for Theatre Research in
May 2018, Armand Garnet Rufo of Anishnaabe (Ojibway) heritage asks us to consider the following
potent question when grappling with the construction of a land acknowledgement:

“How can Canadians possibly dream of atonement when they know that they have
benefited for generations at the expense of Indigenous Peoples and are basically living
on stolen land?”

CASE STUDY: PAPASCHASE FIRST NATION1

By 1877, Chief Papaschase had relocated most of his people from the Lesser Slave Lake region to
settle in what we currently know as Edmonton. The band was forced to redefine their ways of life
because of famine and disease and settled outside Fort Edmonton. This move was to, in part,
increase their access to the Hudson's Bay Company.

Chief Papaschase and his brother, Tahkoots, were co-signatories of Treaty Six at Fort Edmonton. The
signing of this federal document recognized the Papaschase Cree as a First Nation.

In exchange for their land, the Papaschase First Nation was supposed to receive 49.9 square miles in
reserve lands, rights, annual payments, tools, and medicine. However, government agents illegally

1 Pasikôw. How Archaeological Remote Sensing is helping the Papaschase First Nation in their fight for Justice. William
Wadsworth)
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reduced their reserve size and pushed them further from the city. Their reserve was reduced to 40
square miles and was moved farther south without consent from the Nation.

Ultimately, Papaschase First Nation was forced to move from their lands in Edmonton as the city
began to grow in the years that followed. Not only was the reserve forcibly surrendered, but
Papaschase also lost federal status as a First Nation.

Reasons for the reserve's removal included:

● To make room for the expanding city of Edmonton and the incoming railroad between the city
and Calgary

● To free up valuable agricultural land for European settlement

● To recover the natural resources, such as coal and placer gold, that were on reserve land

As a result of the forcible displacements, the Nation scattered and many members le� to join other
communities in order to survive. Edmonton continued to grow, and eventually, people forgot this
history.

The depth of importance and the weight of responsibility that comes with the practice of reflecting
on the true history of the lands and original caregivers in what we currently know as Canada can
leave many people feeling anxious about delivering land acknowledgements. However, we can
reframe this challenge and view the endeavour as an opportunity to take some time to reflect on
what elements to bring to the land acknowledgement, to reflect on ourselves and our gaps in
knowledge and to become more confident in delivering a meaningful land acknowledgement. Selena
Couture shares insights on the transformative potential of land acknowledgements in the quote
below from Canadian Theatre Review, Volume 177, Winter 2019.

“When land acknowledgements disrupt expectations and create discomfort amongst
those who are unaware of their comfort in a settler colonial institution, they have power
to transform.”

It is important that land acknowledgments are contextually, individually and geographically specific.
This means that we have to reflect on our own ancestry and relationship to the land.

ʻAncestorsʼ can embody

● Your direct ancestors: Your parents, grandparents, great-grandparents etc.

● Your collective ancestors: You share ancestry through your identity; people who share
notable components of your identity who have taken action to benefit or harm your identity
and your community.

Future Ancestors Services Inc. 5
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To localize a land acknowledgement, begin by reflecting on the following questions:

1. Who are your ancestors?

2. Did your ancestors have relationships with the original peoples of what we currently know as
Canada? Do you?

3. What is your relationship to the land you find yourself on?

4. What territory are you on? What are its names?

5. Who are the original caretakers of this territory? What is their history?

6. How do you benefit from living and working on this territory?

REFRAMING UNDERSTANDINGS OF LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Ultimately, land acknowledgements are not meant to be meaningless words repeated at the
beginning of every event to comfort those with settler identities. Instead, they provide an
opportunity for individuals to reflect on their identity, ancestry, relationship to land and
responsibilities to the original caregivers of territories on which they live, work and play.

Land acknowledgements should demonstrate our accountability, challenge the ʻtruthsʼ of this
country and disrupt and unsettle those who speak and hear these words.

Chelsea Vowel beautifully captures these sentiments in her blog post “Beyond territorial
acknowledgments,” posted on September 23, 2016.

“If we think of territorial acknowledgments as sites of potential disruption, they can be
transformative acts that to some extent undo Indigenous erasure. I believe this is true as
long as these acknowledgments discomfort both those speaking and hearing the words.
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The fact of Indigenous presence should force non-Indigenous peoples to confront their
own place on these lands.”

GUIDELINES FOR PREPARING A LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Land acknowledgements should be done at the beginning of an event or session and should be well
thought out and delivered from the heart. The guidelines below will help you create your own land
acknowledgement and encourage you to critically self-reflect on your ancestry, positionality and
responsibility to Indigenous sovereignty in what is currently known as Canada.

1 Write out your land acknowledgment with the same level of planning as you would
any other part of the speech.

2 Begin by finding the appropriate land acknowledgment for the land on which you
will be delivering it to ensure you honour the correct original caregivers. Visit Native
Land to learn more about the traditional territory you occupy.

Tip: Local colleges, universities, libraries and municipal governments o�en have
generic land acknowledgements on their websites.

3 From the generic land acknowledgment, add your own spin to make it relevant to
you as a speaker and to the event. Consider:

● Yourself as an individual and the context of the event; name yourself, the
space, the land, your gaps in knowledge, and your connections (or
disconnections) and your people

● Your connection to the land

● Your ancestry

● Recognition of the ancestors in that space

● The historical and contemporary injustices Indigenous Peoples* face

● How your event or meeting relates to your responsibility as a Treaty person

● How your sector or area of work impacts Indigenous sovereignty and
upholds colonial narratives

4 For virtual spaces consider where guests might be joining from. Give recognition to
the land that you, individually, are on and acknowledge that many others may be on
different territory. You may also wish to invite others to offer their own land
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acknowledgements or consider their own connections to land and the original
caretakers of that place.

5 Remember that different places have different ways of doing land
acknowledgments. This can look like different campuses in the same city that rest
on different traditional lands, or how in Western Canada the Treaty is usually
included while it is not in Eastern Canada.

6 Practice delivering your land acknowledgement leading up to the event. Research
and learn the correct pronunciations of the Indigenous Nations and Peoples you will
mention.

*For further reading on why Indigenous Peoples is always pluralized, please review the information
presented in Future Ancestors Servicesʼ Instagram post titled “PSA: Indigenous and Racialized
Communities Are Not Monoliths.”

EXAMPLE OF A LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The example below provides a look at how you might modify a generic land acknowledgement to
create your own meaningful and contextually specific recognition. Keep in mind that this is just one
example of how a land acknowledgement might be structured. You are encouraged to read more
about the practices and protocols of the Nations in your area and build relationships with these
Peoples to better understand and familiarize yourself with the importance and history of opening
spaces and welcoming guests in a good way that is specific to your region.

Generic Land Acknowledgment City of
Edmonton

Modified Land Acknowledgment

The City of Edmonton acknowledges the
traditional land on which we reside, is in Treaty
Six Territory. We would like to thank the diverse
Indigenous Peoples whose ancestorsʼ footsteps
have marked this territory for centuries, such as
the Nêhiyaw, Dené, Anishinaabe, Nakota Isga,
and Niitsitapi peoples. We also acknowledge
this as the Métisʼ homeland and the home of
one of the largest communities of Inuit south of
the 60th parallel. It is a welcoming place for all
peoples who come from around the world to
share Edmonton as a home. Together we call

As a Métis woman carrying mixed settler
ancestry, living and working in
amiskwaciy-wâskahikan on Treaty 6 territory, I
would like to acknowledge the Nêhiyaw (Cree),
Denesuliné (Dené), Anishinaabe (Saulteaux),
Nakota Sioux (Stoney), Niitsitapi (Blackfoot),
Papaschase peoples and many other Nations
who have and continue to call this place home
as the original caretakers of this land.
Recognizing this land as the Traditional Métis
Homeland, I acknowledge my ancestors who
brought me to and continue to call me back to
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upon all of our collective, honoured traditions
and spirits to work in building a great city for
today and future generations.

this place; whose resilience and resistance will
reverberate into the future to strengthen our
collective descendants. I would also like to
honour all Indigenous peoples from across what
we currently know as Canada who continue to
do the important work of ensuring our shared
future and safety here on Mother Earth.

APPENDICES

Appendix 1 Facilitator Biography and Contact Information

Appendix 2 About Future Ancestors Services
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APPENDIX 1: FACILITATORS BIOGRAPHY AND CONTACT INFORMATION

Samantha Matters
Founding Director of Ancestral Services, Future Ancestors Services Inc.

Samantha is an accomplished academic, published Indigenous
researcher, and foresight strategist. Sam is a  Métis woman
with mixed settler identity. On her Métis side, Sam is of the
Ross, Collins, Grant and Ouellette families who have roots in
the Meadow Lake region of Saskatchewan. Her settler family
came to what is currently known as Alberta from Scotland and
England three generations ago.

Sam is one of the Founding Directors of Future Ancestors
Services and specializes in decolonizing engagement
approaches, relational futures building and Indigenous-led
youth program development. She is also a Next Generation
Foresight Practitioner Fellow. Drawing on her experience from
both the public and non-profit sectors, Samʼs foresight work
explores possible futures through the lens of Indigenous
futurism, ancestry, and equity.

Sam studied at the University of Alberta Augustana Faculty in
Camrose, Alberta, Canada where she completed a Bachelor of
Science in Environmental Science. Graduating with honours,
her undergraduate research focused on learning the
Indigenous histories and traditional knowledge associated
with the Beaver Hills region in Alberta. She worked closely with
Cree and Métis elders, and this work was published in the
Canadian Journal of Native Studies (2016).

Sam began her career working as an Engagement Coordinator
in the department of Indigenous Relations at the Government

of Alberta where she focused on consultation and engagement around environmental policy
development. She le� her government role to live and work in Iceland for several months before her
career transitioned to the non-profit sector.

In 2014 Samantha received the Outstanding Undergraduate Research Award for this work. She
furthered her education in Tkaranto (Toronto) in 2019 where she completed a Master of Design in
Strategic Foresight and Innovation at OCAD University. Specializing in Indigenous and decolonizing
futures from a Métis perspective, Samʼs graduate research is the first of its kind and was completed in
close partnership with the Métis Nation of Ontario. In 2020 this research was awarded the Association
of Professional Futurists Student Recognition Award and OCAD Universityʼs Presidential Medal.

Website: futureancestors.ca
Email: samantha@futureancestors.ca

Twitter/Instagram: @matterssamantha
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/samanthamatters

Future Ancestors Services Inc. 10

https://www.futureancestors.ca/
mailto:samantha@futureancestors.ca
https://twitter.com/MattersSamantha
http://www.linkedin.com/in/samanthamatters


FOR CFC NETWORK MEMBERS ONLY - DO NOT CURCULATE OR REPRODUCE

APPENDIX 2: ABOUT FUTURE ANCESTORS SERVICES

Future Ancestors Services Inc. is an Indigenous and Black-owned, youth-led professional
services social enterprise that advances climate justice and equity with a lens of ancestral
accountability. We build bridges between cultures, ways of knowing, and professional sectors with
the goal of addressing the causes of systemic issues that disadvantage groups of people, connection
to the land, and the well-being of Earth.
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In the spirit of respect, reciprocity and truth, we honour and acknowledge that we
operate on Indigenous lands. Indigenous Peoples across Turtle Island and around
the world have and continue to demand climate justice, sovereignty, and the right to
live. It is imperative that we take our direction from these Peoples and their
knowledge systems, teachings, and cultures that inherently centre Earth and Her
well-being.

"If you aren't immediately asking questions upon your arrival or of your ancestors'
arrival on the land you are on, and about your role, history, and relationship to that
land, then there needs to be some questions asked about how we perpetuate
contemporary colonial erasure and violence." - Stella Caban



Our Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn accounts are where we share daily tools,
resources, opportunities, and community highlights. Follow us at @ancestorsfuture.

Visit www.futureancestors.ca or contact info@futureancestors.ca for more
information and to book your preliminary Phone Consultation.
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